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THE 


Church of England 
Asby L A W Eſtabliſhed: 
Being the very DOCTRINE and expreſs Words of the 
| HOMILIES aggalk .POP ERT, 


The thirty fifth Article of the Church of England: The” feed Book. of HomiBes doth crab u 

odly and wholſome Doctrine, and necefſaty for theſe Times; as doth the fo Book of Hum. 

s, which were ſer forth in time of Edward VI. And therefore we judge them to be read in 

Churches by the Miniſters ditivtntly and diſtinctiy, that they may ö of the people. 

And to this the whole Clergy of England — * and ex animo ſubſcribed for above this 
hundred and twenty years, unto this very day. any; 

Homily for Witſunday, concerning che Coming down of the Holy Ghoſt in the likeneſs of clover 


; Tongues, p. 207. So that if any man be a dum Chriſtian; not ps bis Faith openly, bur 
r 
wir h good Conſcience to doubt, leſt he have not the Grace of the Hal Ghoſt within him, becauſe he 

is tongue-ty d, and cannot ſpeak, Is 8 

Vol. 1. P. 50. For whofoever for ſaketh the Truth for live of di leaſure of we i a for 3 
and profit to himſelf, doth forſake Chriſt, and with Filer ber ym dy 


I. — wherefore Saran our enemy Kiring the Tpt 
That Ignorance is the. Mother of Popery. = ——— * —— ng te poop 
>; the Jewiſh Clergy i 1 — —— — ing and read. 
Rn hey ba ret op nem 
ious Murderer, and en fe for the | to-drive the reading: 
ifyirig of our Saviour C 
buked che Ambition, 


he, . SITT Y * 1 FOIVUICS 1 
* fa ſame to "aſhes. in the Fire; prerending m 
chat che muole Hearing and reatitig of Gods 
; is the cauſe of Hereſie, carnit' Liberty, 
ilſo foreſhewed that it ſhould come to pats by Ig- | Subverſion of all Orders. But the 
norance, that thoſe who ſhould cute and murder g 
is true Apoſtles and Diſciphes, d think they did 
Cod Sacriſite, and good Service; as it 1s al. 
ſo veri — — = Pr : , 
And in chis Ignorance have the Biſhops of Rome kept 
the of God, eſpecially the common ſort, by no 
means ſo much as by withdrawing of the Word of God III. 
Sal — — re wy Re an: - Concerning the ſingular Profit ableneſs of Lay- 
ambitious tumour of the Biſhops of Rome, to compel | nent Books, which with them do ſupply the 
all Nations to uſe the natural Language of the City of place of the. Holy Scriptures. 
Rome, where they were Biſhops, which ſhewed a cer 
tain acknowledging of Subjection unto them; So yer} For what  Lefloas of Contempt of Riches, and Va- 
ſerved it much more their crafry purpoſe, thereby ro | nity of this World can ſuch books, ſo b:ſmeared with 
keep all people ſo blind, that they not knowing what 
they prayed, what they believed, nor what they were 
commanded by God, might take all their Command- 
ments for God's. For as they would nor ſuffer the Ho- | ni | 
ly Scriptufes, or Church-Service to be ufed or had in | with cheſe eoldu#'d: Clbaks of Idelaery, of the Books 
any other Tongue than the Latin; ſo were very few | and Scriptures of Images, and Pictures, to teach Idiots, 
even of the moſt ſimple ous taught the Lord's Pray- | nay, to make Idiots, and ſtark fools and Beafts of Chri- 
er, the Articles of the Faich, and the ten Command- ſtians. Do men, I pray you, when they have the ſame 
ments, otherwiſe than in Latin, which they underſtood | Books ar home with them, run on Pilgrimage to ſeek 
not: By which univerfat Ignorance all men were ready | like Books at Rom, Cumpoſtella of Jeruſalem, to be taught 
to believe wharſoever they ſaid, and to ds whatſoever | of them, when they have the Books ar home ? 
they commanded. Do men reverence ſome Books, and deſpiſe and ſer 
I! 9 ier 2 - — — ſort? Do men kneel before 
Gs cheir , light Candle at Noon · time, burn: Incenſe, 
ons F or denying the People | offer up Geld and Silver, aud other Gifts ro their 
* free aſe of t 7 Holy Scriptures. - | Books? do men either feign or believe Miracles to be 
; , wroaght by theit Books? I am ſure that che new Teſta- 
The great Utility and Profit chat Chriſtian Men and ment of our Savidur Jeſus Chrift, containing the Word 
Women may take, (if they will) by hearing and read- | of Life, is x more lively, exprefs and Image of our 
ing the Holy Scriptures, no Heart &n ſufficiently con- Saviour, than alt carved, graven, molten and painted 
cewe ; much leſs is my Tongue ble with words to ex- | Images in the World be ; and yet nne of all theſe things 
A | be 


The pretended oof 


N p- 131. 


* 


p. to. 


9. 137» 


— have ſhut up that Book and Scripture from us, 


reſort thither, and to ſerve God truly, there to learn 


| ſtical adorning 


(2) 


be done to that Book, er Scripture of the Goſpel of 
our Saviour, which be done to Images and pictures, the 
Books and Scriptures of Lay-men and Idiots, as they call 
them. Wherefore, call them what they liſt, iris moſt 
evident by their deeds, that they make of them no other 
Books, nor Scripture, than ſuch as teach moſt filthy 
and horrible Idolatry; as the uſers of ſuch Books daily 
prove by continual practiſing the ſame. O Books and 
Scriptures, in the which the Devilifh School-maſter Sa- 
ran hath d rhe lewd Leſſons of wicked Idglarry, 
for his daſtardly Diſciples and & hollars to behold, read 


and learn; to God's moſt high diſhonour,and their moſt | 


horrible Damnation. Have not we been much bound, 
think you, to thoſe which ſhould have taught us the 
Truth out of God's Book, and his holy Scripture, thar 


none of us ſo bold as once to open it or read on ir ? 

and inſtead thereof, ro ſpread us abroad theſe goodly, 

carven, and gilten Books, to teach us ſuch good and 
? 


godly Lefſons ? 


IV. 
Concerning the right uſe of Churches, and th: 
groſs abuſes of them under Popery. 


And have not the Chriſtians of late dayes, and even 
in our dayc alſo, in like manner provoked the Diſplea- 
ſure and Indignation of Almighty God ? partly becauſe 
they have profaned and their Churches with 
Heatheniſh and Fewiſb «buſes 3 with Images and Idols, 
with numbers of Altars, too roo ſuperſtitiouſſy and it - 
tollerably abuſed, with groſs abuſing, and filthy cor: 
rupting of the Lord's Holy Supper, the bleſſed Sacra. 
ment of his Body and Blood, with an inſinite number 
of Toyes and Trifles of their own devices, to make a 
goodly outward ſhew, and to deface the plain, ſimple 
and ſincere Religion of Chriſt Jeſus : y they reſort 
ro the Church, like Hypocrites, full of all Iniquity and 
ſinful Life, having a vain aud mg bo per- 
ſwaſion, that if come to the Church, rinkle 
them with Holy Water, hear a Maſs, and be bleſſ d with 
the Chalice, though anderſtand not one word of 
the whole Service, nor feel one motion of Repenrance 
in their Hearts, all is well, all is ſure. Fie upon ſuch 
mocking and blaſpheming of God's holy Ordinance. 
Churches were made for another purpoſe ; that is, to 
his bleſſed Will, there to call upon his mighty Name, 
there to uſe the holy Sacraments, there to travel how 
to be in Charity with thy Ne , there to have 
thy poor and needy Neighbour 1n remembrance, from 
thence to depart better and more godly than thou came 
ct chither. 

What Dens of Thieves the Churches of England have 
been made by the blaſyhemous buying and ſelling the 


moſt precious Body and Blood of Chriſt in the Maſs, as 
the World was made to believe, at Dirigies, at Month's 
Minds, at Trentals,in 9 and Chantries, beſidesother. 
horrible abuſes (God holy Name be ble ſſed for ever.) 
which we now ſee and underſtand. All theſe Abomi- 
nations they that ſupply the room of Chriſt, have clean- 
ſed and purged the Churches of England of, taking 
away all ſuch fulſomneſs and filthinefs, as through blind 
Devotion, and Ignorance hath crept into the Church 
theſe many hundred years. Wherefore, O ye good 
Chriſtian people, ye dearly beloved in Chriſt Jeſus, ye 
char glory not in worldly and vain Religion, in phanta- 

and decking ; but rejoyce in heart to ſee 
the Glory of God truly ſer forth, and the Churches re 

ſtored ro their ancient and godly uſe ; render your 
hearty thanks to the goodneſs of Almighty God, who 
hath in our dayes ſtirred up the hearts, not only of his 
godly Preachers and Miniſters, but alſo of his faithful 
and moſt Chriſtian Magiſtrates and Governours, to 
bring ſuch godly things to paſs. 


V. 


Concerning Prayer in an unknown Tongue. 


Firſt, St. Paul to the Corinthians ſaith 3 Let all be done 
to edifying , which cannot be unleſs common Prayers 
and Adminiſtration of Sacramenrs be ina rongue known 
to the people: For. faith St. Paul, At that ſpraketh in 
4 tongue unknown, ſhall be to the bearers an Alien, which 

in a Chriſtian Congregation is a great Abſurdity. 


As touching the times before the coming of Chriſt, 
there was never man yet that would affirm, that either 
the people of God, or other had their Prayers, and 
A iſtration of che Sacraments, or Sacrifices, in a 
tongue that themſelvęs underſtood nor. 
che time ſince Chriſt, till thar uſurped Power of Rom? 
began to ſpread it ſelf, and to enforce all che Nations 
of Europe to have the Romiſh Language in admiration; it 
appeareth by the conſent of the moſt ancient and learn- 
ed Writers, that there was no ſtrange or unknown 
Tongue rg in the — — of Chriſtians. 

t. Auſtin writing upon the eighteenth Pſalm, Girh, 
what this ſhould be, we ought to underſtand, that we 


As for Þ* 138. 


may ſing wyh reaſon of man, and not with chattering ) 139. 


of Birds, For Owls, Popinjayes, Ravens, Pyes and o- 
ther ſuch like Birds are taught by men to prate they 
know not what : but ro ſing with underſtanding is gi- 
ven by Gods Holy Will to the nature of man. 

Let us therefore cenclude with God and all good 
mens Aſſent, that no Common; Prayer or Sacraments 


onght to be Miniſtred in a Tongue that is not under: 


ſtood of the Hearers. 


VI. 
Againſt Invocation of Saints or Angels, and 


that Prayer ought to be made and directed to 
God alone. 


But that the truth hereof may the better appear 
even to them that be moſt ſimple and unlearned ler 
us confider What Prayer is: St. Aaſtis calleth it a Nite- 
ing up of the the mind to God. Iſdorus ſaith, chat it 
is an affe dion of the heart, and not a labour of the Lips. 

Now then, is there any Angel, any Virgin, any Pa- 
triarch or Prophet among the Dead, that can under - 
ſtand, or know the meaning of the heart? The Scrip- 
ture faith, It is God that ſearcheth the heart and the 
reins, and that he only knowetn the he arts of the chil- 
dren of men; as for the Saints, they have ſo little ktiow- 
ledge of the ſecrets of rhe heart, that many of the An- 
cient Fathers greatly doubt, whether they know any 
ching at all that is commonly done on earth. And al- 
beit ſome think do, yet St. Auguſtine a Dotior of 
great authority, and alſo antiquity, hath this Opinion of 
chem: that they know no more what we do on earth 
chan we know what they do in Heaven. For proof 
whereof he alledgeth the words of Iſaiab the Prophet, 
where it is ſaid, Abraham is ignorant of us, and Ijrael 

nowtth us not. 

Thus you ice, That the authority both of the Scrip- 
ture, and alſo of Auguſtize, doch not permit that we 


ſhould pray unto them. O that all men would ſtudiouſly 


read and ſearch che Scriptures, then ſhould they nor be 
drowned in Ignorance, but ſhould cally perceive th 
Truth, -as well of this point of Docirine as of all the 
reſt. For there doth the Holy Ghoſt plainly reach us 
that Chriſt is our onely Mediatour and Iaterceffor with 
God, and that we muſt nor ſeek and run to another. 
Let us not therefore any thing miſtruit Gods grod- 
neſs, Let us nor fear to come betore the Throne of his 


9p. 114. 


Eſa. 63, 


e p. 113. 


Mercy, let us not ſeck the aid and help of Saints; but p. 11. 


let us come boldly our ſelves, nothing doubting but 
God for Chriſts ſake, in whom he is well pleaſed, will 
hear us without a ſpokeſ-man, 4 


VII. 
Againſt the Doctrine of Merit. 


But this ſaying, That we be juſtified by Fai 
freely, and — works, is ſpoken for A — Fs 
clearly all merit of our works, as being unable to de- 
ſerye our Juſtification at God hands, and thereby moſt 
plainly ro expreſs the weakneſ of man, and the good- 
neſs of God; the 1mperfeQneſs of our own works, and 


the moſt abundant Grace of our Saviour Chriſt ; and Vol. 1. p. 16. 


cherefore wholly to aſcribe the Merit and deſerving of 
our —— anto Chriſt only, and his moſt — Arg 
ous blood ſhedding. This Faith the Holy Scripture 
reacherh us, this is the ſtrong Rock and Foundation of 
Chriſtian Religion; this Doctrine all old and Ancient 
Authors of Chriſts Church do approve, - this Dodrine 
advanceth and ſetteth forth the true Glory of Chriſt, 
and beateth down the vain Glory of Man; this whoſo- 
ever denyeth is not to be accounted for a Chriſtian Man, 

nor 


7 198. 


99. 


Temporal Power; whom of very duty by Gods Laws 


(3) 


nor for a ſetter forth of Chriſts Glory; but for an Adver- | 


fary to Chriſt and his Goſpel, and for a ſetter forth of 
mens vain glory. 


VIII. 
oncerning Religious Orders, as they call them- 
F yon Phariſaicel Sets by Antichriſt 
invented, as the Homily calls them, and con- 
cerning their Merits and works of Superero- 
gation. 


Seats and feigned Religions were never the forrieth 

rt $0 many among the Jews, nor more Superſtiti- 
ouſly and ungodly abuſed, than of lare days t have 
been among us. Which Sects and Religions had ſo ma- 
ny hypocritical and feigned works in their State of Re- 
kgion (as they arrogantly named it) Thar their Lamps 
(is they faid ) 


chief principal Points, which they called the chree Eſ- 
ſentials 


is to ſay, Obedience, Chaſtity and wilful Poverty. 
Firſt under pretence or Colour of Obedience to their 
Father in Religion (which Obedience they made them 
oy) they were made free by their Rule and Canons 
from the Obedience of their natural Father and Mother, 
and from the Obedience of Emperour aud King and all 


they were bound to obey.And ſo the profeſſion of their 
obedicnce not due was a forſaking of their due obedi- 


) 5 
What kind of Power the Pope's is, and that 
therefore we ought not to ſubmit ro it. 
Therefore let us all fear the moſt deteſtable vice of 


Rebellion, ever knowing and remembring that he that 
reſiſteth or withſtanderh Common Authority reſiſteth 


or withſtanderh God and his Ordinance, s it may be l. 1. f. 6. 


proved by many other more places of the Holy Scrip 
ture. And here let us take „that we un 

not theſe or ſuch other like places ( which ſo ſtraightly 
command Obedience ro Sapenours, and ſo ſtraightly 


— Rebellion and Diſobedience to the ſame ) to 
meant in any condition of the or coloured 
Power of the Biſhop ol Rome., truly the Scripture 


of God-alloweth no ſich uſurped power, full of Enor- 
mities, Abuſions, and Blaſphemies. 


e XI. 
That the Papiſts worſhip a vaſt number of falſe 
Gods. 


fewer Saints to whom we 


ence. And how their profeſſion of Chaſtity was kept ir 
is wore honeſty to paſs over in ſilence, and let the 
World judge of chat which is well known, than with 
unchaſt words, by expreſſing of their unchaſt Life, ro 
offend chaſt and godly Ears. And as for their wilful 

erty, it was ſuch, that when in Poſſeſſions, Jewels, 
Plate and Riches, they were equal or above Merchants, 
Gentlemen, Barons, Earls and Dukes: yet hy this (ub- 
til Sophiſtical term Proprium in Commune, That is to ſay, 
Proper in Common, they mocked the World, periwa- 
ding that notwithſtanding all their Poſſcſſions and Riches 
yer they kept their Vow and were in wil:ul Poverty. 


IX. 
That the Maſs is a groſs, Idolatrous and num- 
miſh Abuſe of the Lord's Supper. 


Bur before all other things this we muſt be ſure of 
eſpecially, that this Supper be in ſuch wiſe done and mi- 
niſtred, as our Lord and Saviour did and commanded to 
de done, as his holy Apoſtles uſed it, and the good Fa- 
chers in the primitive Church frequenred it. We muſt 
chen take heed, leſt of the memory, it be made a Sacri- 


fice; leſt of a Communion, it be made ajprivate eating; of 


leſt of two parts we have but one; leſt applying it for 
the dead, we loſe the fruit that be alive. Let us rather 
in theſe matters follow the Advice of Cyprian in the like 
caſes ; chat is, cleave faſt to the firſt beginning, hold 
faſt the Lord's Tradition, do that in the Lord's Comme- 
moration which he himielf did, he himſelf commanded, 
and his Apoſtles confirmed. This caution or forefight 
if we uſe, then may we ſee thoſe things that be requi- 
ſxe in the worthy Receiver; whereof this was the firſt. 
that we have a right underſtanding of che thing ir ſelf. 

For what harh been the cauſe of the ruine of God's 
Religion, but the ignorance hereof? What hath been 
the cauſe of this groſs Idolatry, but the ignorance here- 
of? What hath been the cauſe of this mummiſh Maſs- 
ing, but the ignorance hereof ? 


ſuch Saints ro whom contrary to the uſe of the Primi- 
rive Church, Temples and Churches be builded, and 
Altars erected, but Dij Patroni dt the Gentiles Idola- 
ters? Oenomaus and Heſrodus ſhew, chat in their time 
there were thirty thouſand Gods; I think we had no 
ve the honour due to God. 
Every Arnficer and Profeſſion hath his ſpecial Saint 


as a peculiar God: As for example, Scholars have Saint 
Lok», neither) 47+ 


Nicholas and St. Gregory, Painters St. 


lack Souldiers their Mars, nor Lovers their Venus a- 
mongſt Chriſtians. All diſeaſes have their ſpecial Saints 
as Gods the curers of them. The Pox Saint Roch, the 
falling Evil, St. Cornelis, The Toothach, St. Appolin, 
c. Neither do Beaſts and Cattle lack their Gods with 
us, for St. Loy is the Horſe leach, and St. Anthony the 
Swinebeard, Kc. 

Theſe things are not written to any reproach of the 
Saints themſelves, who were the true Servants of God, 
and did give all honour to him, taking none unto 
themſelves, and are blefſed Souls with God : bur a- 
gainſt our fooliſhneſs and x ickedneſs, making of the 
true Servants of God, falſe Gods; by attributing to them 
the power which is Gods, and due to him only. And 
for that we have ſuch Opinions of che power and rea- 
dy help of Saints, all our Legends, Hymns, Sequences, - 
and Maſſes, did contain Stories, Lauds and Praiſes of f · 4% 
them. and Prayers to chem; yea, and Sermons alſo 
alrogerher of them, and to their praiſes, Gods word 
being clean laid afide : And this we do altogether a- 
greeable to the Saints, as did che Gentile Idolaters to 
rheir falfe Gods. For theſe Opinions which men have 
had of mortal perſons, were they never ſo holy, the 
old moſt godly and learned Chriſtians have written 
ainſt the feigned Gods of the ' Gentiles, and Chri- 
ſtian Princes have deſtroyed their Images, who if they 
were now bing, would doubtlefs likewife both write 
againſt our Opinions of Saints, and alſo deftroy 
their Images. For it is evident, thar our Image main- 
rainer> have the ſame Opinion of Saiors, which the 
Gentiles had of their falſe Gods, and thereby are mo- 
ved to make them Images, as the Gentiles did. 


XII. ; 
Concerning Popiſh Reliques. 


But in this they paſs the folly and wickedneſs of the 
Sentiles, that they honour and worſhip the Reliques 
and Bones of our Saints, whith prove that they be 
morral men and dead, and therefore no Gods ro be 
worſhipped, which the Gentiles would never confeſs 
of their Gods for very ſhame. Bur the Reliques we 


muſt Rif, and Offer to, eſpecially on Relique-Sunday. . 33 
| And 


And for that Idolatry ſtandeth chiefly in the mind, p. 46. 


(4) 


ad while we offer (that we ſhould not be weary, or] our Images ſer up in Churches and Temples, and to 
2 bs of our Conc the Muſick and Minſtrelſie go. the Makers, Maintainers, and Worſhippers of chem; 

eth merrily all the time, with praiſing and | and all thoſe Names of Abomination,which Gods W 
Saints whoſe Reliques ay in| in the holy Scriptures giveth to the Idols of the Gen- 


water alſo wherein thoſe Re- | tiles, appertain to our Images, being Idols like to them, 
and having like Idolatry committed unto them. 


Chryſoftome, XIV. 
n 29 the A What Uſe the Church of Rome makes of her 
gay Imagery. | 


Now concerning exceſſive decking of Images and 
Idols with Painting, Gilding, Adorning with precious 
Veſtures, Pearl and Stone, what is it elſe, but for the 
further provocation and enticement to ſpiritual ſorni- 
cation, to deck ſpiritual Harlots moſt coſtly and wan- A 69. 
SIE | . conly, which the Idofatrous Church underſtandeth well 
for more plenty of Reliqu enough ? For ſhe beipg indeed not only a Harlot, ( as 
ny Heads, one 1 the Scripture calleth her) but alſo. a foul, filthy old 
p withered Harlor ( for ſhe is indeed of ancient years) 
and underſtanding her lack of nature and true Beauty, 
and great loathſomneſs which of her ſelf ſhe hath, doth 
after the cuſtome of ſuch Aarlors, Paint her ſelf, and 
228 Attire her ſelf with wad Pearl, Stone, and 
. precious Jewels, that ſhe ſhining with the 
in their Beads bidding, chat = outward Beauty and glory of them, may pleaſe the 

fooliſh fancy of fond Lovers, and fo entice them to 
ſpiritual Fornication with her; who if they ſaw her(T 
— not ſay none . Le Apparel, would a 
— or her as the foul thieſt Harlot chat ever was: 
oe — — — '& | ſeen, according as appeareth by the deſeription of the 

z the Tail of the * garniſning of the great Strumpet of all Strumpets, the 

— » be Kidd and Mother of Whoredome, ſet forth by Saint Joba in his ch. 17. 
oy kiſſed Reuclation, who by her glory provoked the Princes of 
the earth to commit Whoredom with her. 


XV. 
Concerning the opening of Shop, and publick ſet- 
ing ap of Images. 8 


e 


vid . 

ies,” as  {piricual Harlots out of ſuſpected places, for p. 62, 6 

| Leyte ape; Idolatry, which is 5 — — 5 
' And & he were the Enemy of all Honeſty, that ſhould 

bring Strumpets and Harlors out of their ſecret 4 

+ | into the publique Marker place, there freely to dw 
and practice their filrhy Merchandize, is he the Ene 

+ | my of che true worſhiping of God, that bringeth Idols 

and Images into the Temple and Church, the Houſe 

of God, there openly to be worſhiped, and to rob 

Cloach- the Jealous God of his Honour, who will not give it 

to any other, nor his glory ro carved Images, who is 

as much forſaken, and the bond of love between man 

and him as much broken by Idolatry, which is ſpiri- 

tual Fornication, as is the knot and bond of Marriage 

up | broken by carnal Fornication. Let all this be taken as 

a Lye, if the Word of God inforce it not to be true. 

y | Curſed be the man ( ſaith God in Deuteronomy ) that na- 

beth a carved or molten Image, and placeth it in 4 ſecret 

corner; and alt the people ſhall ſay, Amen. Thus faith 

God, for at that time no man durſt have, or Worſhip 

Images openly, but in corners only; and the whole 

World being the great Temple of God, he that in an 

corner thereof robbeth God of his glory, and give: 

it to Stocks and Stones, is prondunced by Gods Werd 

of | Accurſed. Now he that will bring theſe ſpirirual Har- 

lots out of their lurking corners, into publick Churches 


rere Part.” 
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8 . Tk ugs of horrible w 
as well temporal as eternal, contamed an the holy Ari 
rures, cencerning Idols, and the Makers, and Main- 
tainers, and Worſhippers of them, appertain al 2 to | 
| J F 
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